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 to Israel in the Old and New 

Testament periods. We will see original artifacts found in sites we visited, as well as other 

artifacts that make the Bible come alive. Next, we travel to his hometown, Bethlehem. In 

Bethlehem, we remember the birth of Jesus and visit the Church of Nativity, the oldest church in 

the Holy Land, built over the traditional site of Jesus’ birth. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.  

 

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 1, 2022 

We begin our morning visiting the City of David, the oldest part of Jerusalem, the city David 

conquered and made his capital. Next, we visit Yad Vashem, the memorial to the Holocaust. 

Today for lunch we journey to the Mahaneh Yehudah market of Jerusalem where we will have 

opportunity to sample many cuisines. After lunch, participants have the afternoon free to shop in 

the Old City and wander through Jerusalem. Dinner and overnight at the Jerusalem hotel. 

 

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 2, 2022: In the Footsteps of Kings and Prophets  

Today our journey takes us through the Shephelah (Deut. 1:7), an area of rolling hills between 

Israel’s hill country and the Mediterranean coast. Our first stop is the ancient city of Lachish (2 

Kings 18:14; Isa. 36:2; Jer. 34:7), which was the second most important city of the Kingdom of 

Judah. During the reign of King Hezekiah (2 Kings 18:14; Isa. 36:2), the king of Assyria laid 

siege to Lachish and destroyed the city. We will visit the recently restored gate of the city. 

Travelling north through the Shephelah, we enter the Elah Valley, the site of the famous 

confrontation between David and Goliath (1 Sam. 17). Here we will open the biblical story and 

see the landscape recorded in the Bible come alive before our eyes. Our next stop is the ancient 

city of Beth Shemesh. After the Ark of the Covenant was captured by the Philistines, it returned 

to Israel in the area of Beth Shemesh (1 Sam. 6). Across the Sorek Valley from Beth Shemesh 

sits Zorah, the hometown of Samson (Judges 13). Our final stop of the day is at Nebi Samwil. 

Incorrectly identified as the tomb of the prophet Samuel, from this his hill we will see the 

northern neighborhoods of Jerusalem. We will also look over the tribal territory of Benjamin, 

where two-thirds of the Old Testament took place. Our vantage point offers us a view of the 

modern Arab village of el-Jib, biblical Gibeon (Josh. 10). While defending Gibeon against five 

Amorite kings, Joshua prayed for the sun to stand still. Dinner and overnight at our hotel in 

Jerusalem.   

 

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 3, 2022: Jesus’ Final Days 

Our morning begins with a beautiful view of the city of Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives. We 

walk down the mountain following the modern path used by pilgrims on Palm Sunday visiting 

the church of Dominus Flevit, which remembers Jesus’ weeping over the city as he rode into it, 

and the traditional location of the Garden of Gethsemane. We cross the Kidron Valley into the 

Old City and visit St. Anne’s Church built over top of the Pools of Bethesda (John 5) where 

Jesus healed the lame man. We will take the opportunity to sing in the beautiful Crusader church 

on the site. Our journey continues at Jaffa Gate where in the first century Herod’s palace stood. 

Here the story of Jesus begins (Matt. 2) with the visit of the wisemen to Herod, and here his story 

ended because at Herod’s palace Jesus stood before Pontius Pilate (Mark 15:16). From Jaffa 
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Gate, we walk into the Jewish Quarter and visit the Herodian Quarter, a series of priestly homes 

from the first century. We then walk along the Byzantine Cardo and see the walls of Jerusalem 

from the eighth century BC and the first century BC. Passing the Gennath Gate, we follow the 

historic route Jesus traveled from Pilate to his place of execution at the Church of the Holy 

Sepulcher. Our day ends along the southern wall of the Temple Mount. On the first century 

street, we see the shops and markets around the Temple, a possible location for the money 

changers (Luke 19:45-48). We then proceed to the southern entrances of the Temple where we 

walk the steps ancient pilgrims took to ascend to the Temple. Our program ends stopping at the 

Western Wall, the most sacred site for Jews. After a farewell dinner, we depart Jerusalem for 

Ben Gurion Airport where you will return to your home country refreshed, challenged, and 

renewed in your faith. 

 

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 4, 2022 

Return to the USA 

 

 
 
 


